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SPRAWBRIDGE & GLOTHIER, | THE CHALFONTE 


Bxhibit at all times a most extensive and com- 


prehensive assortment of every description of 


= oar GOULD 
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er house-furnishing purposes. It is believed that 


unusual inducements are offered, as the stock is. 


among the largest to be found in the American 
market, and the prices are guaranteed to be uni- 
formly as low as elsewhere on similar qualities of 
Goods 


N. W. cor. Eighth & Market Sts., 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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BIBLESCHOOL WORKIN NEW YORE 
YEARLY MEETING 


‘¢ THE WORK ORGANIZED.’’* 


In presenting this paper the thanks of 
the Bible School Board are due those 
Friends who have so kindly furnished the 
information. 

Much interesting matter was omitted 
for lack of time for presentation, and many 
valuable and efficient promoters of the 
cause cannot even be named in so brief a 
statement. 

In 1815, while slavery existed in New 
York State, an association composed 
largely of women Friends taught the 
adult colored people to read the Bible. 
There were no other schools for these peo- 
ple at that time. The following note, 
from an Elder in high esteem, shows that 
in 1818 Friends were sensible of the ben- 
efit of such schools : 

New York, Fifth Mo. 3oth, 1818. 

‘*] am glad that ‘ Sunday-schools,’ 
as they are called, are spreading in differ- 
ent parts of the country. A number are 
opened for grown people, some of whom 
are colored. Several of them are taught 
by our young Friends. Some of our 
young men are so engaged in this business 
as to go regularly to Flatbush on Long 
Isiand, four miles on foot, to teach a 
large number of blacks there. . 

6 James Mortrt.”’ 

Besides the walk of four miles, the 
young men had to cross the East River in 
row or sail boats. 

The first Bible school among Friends, 
of which we have an account, was organ- 
ized at North Street, in what is now Scipio 
Quarter, by Joseph Talcott in 1819. (He 
is remembered by one of his former pupils 
as being dressed in gray, even to his 
broad-brimmed beaver.) To aid him in 
his work he published a periodical, and 
tracts which he distributed to the children 
as he would go abovt and invite them to 
come to some Friend’s house to his Scrip- 
ture schools. He saw the need in our So- 
ciety of a more faithful study of the Scrip- 
tures, and tried very hard to get them 
introduced as a text-book in public schools. 

We quote from letters from John J. and 
Mary H. Thomas regarding the school at 
North Street: ‘* The school was kept up 
by intelligent, active young Friends, At- 
tendance was about twenty five. The 
Secretary read a selected chapter, and 
then read written answers to questions that 
had been handed in at the previous ses- 
sion. Three young men and three young 
women would then read a chapter alter. 


_ 


*Friends’ Book and Tract Committee, 56 Lafayette 


Place, New York, 1891, 


nately. Fifteen minutes were given to 

verbal or off-hand questions, taken any- 
where from the Bible, requiring brief an- 
swers. These questions were asked by 
volunteers, who were to give the answers 
if no one else could doso. A few chil- 
dren took part in this exercise. To pre- 
serve order, questions were asked or an- 
swered by rising.’”’ From lack of support 
by older Friends this school was finally 
discontinued. 

The schools of this time did not have 
much of the elements of revivals, but it 
was the opinion of intelligent Friends that 
they had a valuable beneficial influence. 
In 1834-5 a school started in the Brick 
Meeting House was attended by Ministers 
and Elders, as well as young people. 
Question books and helps were brought 
over by English Friends. Some of these 
had been written by Joseph John Gurney 
for Ackworth School. Psalms, selections 
of Scripture, and answers to questions 
were learned at home to be recited at the 
school. John J. Thomas compiled a book 
of twenty-four pages called ‘‘ The First- 
Day School Assistant,’ which contained 
much valuable matter and was consider- 
ably used. 

Second month, 1833, a First-Day school 
was commenced in Friends’ Meeting 
House in New York City. After ten 
years, Owing to the removal of teachers, it 
was discontinued. 

At the Yearly Meeting in 1834 the fol- 
lowing minute was recorded: ‘* Under 
a weighty consideration of the inestimable 
importance of a right education, and es- 
pecially of an early acquaintance with the 
truths of the Holy Scriptures, it was Re- 
solved, without dissent, to be expedient 
that some effort be made at this time for 
the further promotion of Biblical knowl- 
edge among our youth by means of schools 
on the First Day of the week.’’ 

To this end a circular was addressed to 
the Society at large, and a committee ap. 
pointed, to whom the concern of the meet- 
iDg was mainly committed. A committee’ 
of twenty-seven Friends was appointed 
from different parts of the State to select 
books for the libraries of the schools. 
‘* All committees were Friends of the older 
class. Thus schools were established and 
fostered by advanced and _ influential 
Ftiends, who were teachers until younger 
Friends were qualified to take their 
places.” 

At Farmington the work was opened in 
1832 to 1834. ‘Select portions of Scrip- 
ture were read and general questioning 
followed. The historical portion of the 
Bible was mainly studied, and little spirit- 
ual application attempted.’’ 

In 1836 a monthly school was started at 


Palmyra, being Held on the Sabbath pre- | 


vious to the full moon. 


In Skaneateles Preparative Meeting a 
school was organized and held for a time 
on Seventh-Day at 2 o’clock at various 
houses. 

In Glens Falls the first school is said to 
have been held about fifty-five years ago, 
by Wm. Bassett,* in a school-house for- 
merly situated in the yard of the old meet- 
ing house ‘‘ on the Ridge.” 

In 1850 Eliza A. Spicer felt drawn to 
open a school in Greenfield, despite much 
opposition of Friends, “ who feared she 
was going ahead of her guide.’’ After a 
little, seeing it was blessed of the Lord, 
they heartily engaged in the work. A few 
years later she was a pioneer in opening 
schools in the outlying districts among 
those not Friends. From one of these a 
flourishing Friends’ meeting has grown, 
and from another a Union church. Re- 
moving to the village of South Glens Falls,. 
she and her husband opened a school in 
the parlor of their house. She visited 
among the poor, while he would go out in 
the streets Sabbath afternoons and with 
pennies and crullers ‘‘ compel’’ the boys 
and girls tocome in. After a few weeks 
the school outgrew the rooms and was re- 
moved to the unused Baptist church. The 
church was re organized, a pastor called, 
and later a Methodist church built, and in 
*1888 a Friends’ meeting-house finished, 
so that now there are three prosperous 
churches and Bible schools in the place. 

In Queensbury a man, not a professing 
Christian, was elected to act as superin. 
tendent. Studying the truth led him to 
accept it. He joined Friends, organized 
a mission school which has since grown 
into a Friends’ meeting, and is now a 
much-esteemed minister of the Gospel. 
Abner Devol attended the Moreau school 
until within six weeks of his death, at the 
age of nearly 93. After becoming blind 
he would grope his way along the fence 
with his cane, and ask and answer ques- 
tions with great interest. The missionary 
spirit developed in this Quarterly Meeting 
has been most remarkable. Schools have 
been organized by Friends in twenty-two 
outlying districts. Those not members of 
our Society have been drawn to it. Three 
Friends’ meeting-houses, two Methodist 
churches, and two Union churches have 
been built. Some of the schools were of 

short duration ; others continue the good 
work to the present. Six former members 
of Friends’ schools in this quarter have 
been engaged as County and State Sun- 
day-school missionaries, or in the work of 
the American Sunday-School Union, and 
the aggregate of their work shows the or- 
ganizaticn of hundreds of new schools, 





*Wm. Bassett is spoken of asa man far in advance of 
the times in which he lived, aggressive and earnest in 
working for children. He was requested to remove his 
family to this place from Vermont, and was maintained 


by wealthy friends,thus foreshadowing the pastora! system. 
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and many churches of various denomina- 
tions. 

In 1852 William and Mary S. Wood, 
‘in New York City, gathered twenty-five 
children of Friends at their house, and a 
school was maintained for four years. In 
2856 it was removed to the Orchard Street 
Meeting House and taken in charge by the 
‘Tract Association. The Friends’ school 
in Brooklyn was opened in Eleventh mo., 
1868. Interesting mission work was de- 
veloped in both cities. 

The work in Cornwall was undertaken 
in 1854, spreading rapidly into the va- 
rious meetings. Bible classes were organ- 
ized and maintained for many years, meet- 
ing in the evening at various houses, 
opening the way for cottage prayer meet- 
ings. 

The work at Clintondale developed from 
a Union school which was held in summer 
only.. Parents who had never been to 
Bible school became interested, and on in- 
vitation met at a Friend’s house? It was 
then removed to the meeting-house and 
continued through the year. Teachers’ 
meetings were held. Eliza Heaton se- 
lected the lessons for six years, and the 
** Mothers’ Scripture Question Book,” 
prepared by Mary S. Wood, was used. 

In Ardonia in 1883 a school was opened 
in what had been a hotel of bad repute. 
The old bar-room has since become as the 
gate of heaven to many souls. 

The first school in Ferrisburg, as re- 
ported to us, was started in 1856. In 
Butternuts, Cynthia Adams opened a 
school in her house, and another at the 
same time was held in a private house two 
miles away. After four: years it was a/- 
dowed in the meeting-house. 

In Purchase Quarter the work was in- 
- augurated thirty years ago. Special effort 
is being made to gather in the poor and 
non church goers. 

In Poughkeepsie the work was taken up 
in 1861. Teachers’ meetings were early 
established and regularly maintained. An- 
niversary exercises were a marked feature, 
each class separately and all unitedly re- 
citing selections from the lessons of the 
year. The older people, who composed 
the spectacle class, by their presence and 
punctuality greatly encouraged all. A 
steady increase of interest and numbers 
from year to year is reported. 

During the first revival held in this 
meeting-house, about a score of those who 
were, or had begn members of the school, 
confessed Christ. 



































































ment of the Bible school work as shown 


having been sustained in some Quarterly 
Meetings for nearly thirty years. We 


tendency to good.’’ 










It is interesting to trace the develop- 


in the minutes of the Yearly Meetings. In 
1850 mention is made of Bible schools 


quote: ‘* And the evidence of those in- 
terested therein, both as teachers and 
scholars, is decidedly in favor of their 
In 1858: ‘ The in- 
terest manifested by some in establishing 
and maintaining schools for Scriptural in- 
struction was gratifying, and it is hoped 
that an increase of concern will be cher- 
ished.” Meetings were requested to make 


THE FRIENDS’ REVIEW 


[Eighth mo, 









































































a statement of the number of children in 
each quarter, and the manner in which 
they are receiving their instruction. 

In 1863 Friends were encouraged to 
continued effort in sustaining these schools, 
in accordance with the views and prin- 
ciples we profess. Attention was called 
to the careless manner the statistical in- 
formation was given. 

In 1869 reports were received from 
First day schools and Bible classes em- 
bracing 270 teachers and 2800 scholars, 
with an average attendance of 1800, about 
1000 being members of our Society. A 
request that the Yearly Meeting would 
extend its care over the First-day schools, 
and to aid and encourage .the First-day 
School Association which nad been form- 
ed, was freely discussed, and a committee 
appointed to visit all subordinate meetings 
and schools to obtain information as to the 
propriety of their adoption by the Yearly 
Meeting ; also to encourage the establish- 
ment of First-day schools for Scriptural 
instruction, in the limits of all the meet- 
ings. In 1870 this committee reported 
that ‘* They were united in the opinion 
that the usefulness of the First-day School 
Association would be increased, and the 
good of our Society promoted, by its 
adoption by the Yearly Meeting and the 
extension of active aid and sympathy.”’ 
A plan of organization was proposed and 
adopted, which is practically the same as 
that now followed. 

A ‘Central Committee on First-day 
Schools and Scriptural Instruction ’’ was 
appointed. In its report in 1871 ‘‘ deeply 
interesting and cheering reports’’ are 
spoken of in connection with this im- 
portant work of the Church.’’ Thirty- 
nine schools were reported. 

In 1873 the report of the Central Com- 
mittee gave forty-eight schools and seven- 
teen Bible classes. The work is referred 
to as “showing that under the guidance 
of the Great Teacher the labors of the 
First-day schools are exerting a marked 
influence.’’ 

Additions to membership through the 
instrumentality of the schools were re- 
ported. Children are giving evidence of 
a work of grace in their hearts. The new 
schools started increased rapidly in num- 
bers and interest. A plan was presented 
and approved to organize a Bible School 
and Missionary Board, and $500 was ap- 
propriated for its use. In 1880 this Board 
was appointed to serve for three years. In 
1883 reports of the encouraging resulis 
attending the holding of B ble School Con- 
ferences were given. In the report of 1855 
we find: ‘‘ The relation of Bible schools 
and their influence, under the Divine bless- 
ing, in building up the Church was felt to 
be of peculiar interest.’ In 1887 sixty- 
six schools were reported. The closing 
words of the report in 1888 were: ‘‘ Dear 
Friends, we would ask those of you who 
do not attend the school to return to your 
homes resolved to go to work with earnest, 
consecrated zeal in the Bible school, for 
certainly on it depends, to a very large 
extent, our future Chuich.’’ In 1889-the 
Bible School Board of New York Yearly 







Meeting was organized as a separate Board, 
to report direct to the Yearly Meeting. 


NOTES. 


One writes: ‘‘ Most of the pupils in all 
the schools have become members of the 
Church, which proves that the work has 
been well done. They (the teachers) must 
have been taught by the Great Teacher to 
have taught so effectually His word.’’ 

The Friends’ picnic, first held in 1866 
in Ulster County, has become known far 
and near as a notable gathering, and has 
done much to attract attention to our So- 
ciety, and dispel erroneous views con- 
cerning our peculiarities. 

When revival influences were felt in the 
Church, those who had been instructed 
in Bible schools were among the first to 
accept a personal Saviour, and enter 
actively and understandingly into the 
work of the Society. 

With all the mass of helps and improved 
appliances of the present day, it is worth 
our while to consider if there has not been 
a serious lack in memorizing Scripture; 
and a superficial familiarity with the Bible, 
which, when not accompanied by the Holy 
Spirit, may prove a snare, rather than a 
blessing, to the souls entrusted to our 
care. The committing to memory and 
recitation in concert of hymns at the 
opening and closing of schools proved an 
attraction to those who were not Friends, 
as it was new to them. About 1870 the 
singing of hyrans was allowed in Friends’ 
schools, and instrumental music in some 
schools in 1876. 

Members of the Society of Friends are 
peculiarly adapted for missionary work 
among the masses and to teach in Union 
schools. 

We give in closing a selection from an 
original poem read at a meeting of a Y. P. 
S. C. E., March 6th, 1889, referring to 
the work of Samuel Heaton, a much-es- 
teemed Bible class reader : 


‘ AsI muse to-night, and my thoughts go 
back 
To the ‘ beautful long ago,’ 
I think of another Endeavor made 
The word of God to sow. 


“They took no name, that little band, 
No code or by-laws had : 
We spoke of it as our class, and met 
To study the word of God. 
Our teacher an humble, but good old man, 
Well versed in Bible lore: 
He taught us each with earnest zeal, 
And tender, loving care. 



































































“Fancy sees him now, that grand old man, 
As he meekly knelt on the floor; 

Oft the tears stole down his furrowed cheek 
In the fervor of eloquent prayer. 

We knew for our coldness his spirit grieved, 
But at length an answer came, 

And one by one that little band 
Confessed a Saviour’s name.” 


Let us not be satisfied, fellow-workers, 
until all the members of our classes or 
schools have accepted Christ. 





—— -_ 







For other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
I Cor. iii. 11. 









ay 
st. 
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For Friends’ Review. 
THE RETURN OF THE JEWS. 


My attention has been invited to this 
subject by a reference to it in a recent 
number of Friends’ Review,and the thought 
seemed to suggest itself, Is it probable that 
our Heavenly Father would be interested 
in restoring that people to their ancient 
inheritance after so signally rejecting all 
His overtures of mercy and blindly in- 
voking the maledictions of ,heaven upon 
them and their children, in thus rejecting 
Him? Is it supposable that any good 
purpose could possibly be subserved 
by restoring to the old capital of Ju- 
dah the remnant of the old nation of 
unbelievers? and should they happily 
change their position—surely not indi- 
cated by present prospects—probably they 
would care little about the old hills of 
their ancient country. They would then 
find Mount Zion where Paul found it, 
wherever the church enthroned the vir- 
gin’s Son. There they would find goodly 
land—the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of 
the living God. A thoughtful considera- 
tion of much that has been said and writ- 
ten upon the subject for many years has 
drawn to the conclusion that in the teach. 
ing of the Christian Scriptures is to be 
found the solution of the abstruse problems 
of the old prophets, and that as spiritual 
worshipers we are not justified in adopt- 
ing any theory of fulfilment of prophecy 
that is out of harmony with that teaching 
which says, ‘* He is not a Jew who is one 
outwardly, that all are not Israel that are 
of Israel.” But under the new dispensa- 
tion under which it is happily our privilege 
to live, God’s trus Israel are only those 
who worship God in spirit, rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence ia 
the flesh, or outward descent. Now the 
old prophets tell us of atime when the 
God of Heaven would set up a kingdom 
that never should be destroyed. Was this 
to be presided over by that Prince whose 
reign was to be perpetual, of whose govern- 
ment there would be no end? And when 
the angel appeared to the virgin he said, 
‘*Thou shalt conceive and bring forth a 
son, and he shall be great and called the 
Son of the Highest, and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David, and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever,’’ we ask, did this 
refer to the Prophetic Prince? and did 
not the Son teach that these ancient 
prophecies were fulfilled in Him? And 
does He not tell that His kingdom is not 
of this world, that it cometh not by obser- 
vation or outward display, and His place 
of rule is not in one of the old mountains 
of historic Judah, but in the hearts and 
affection of all His believing children? 
that His is not a temporal kingdom, that 
stands not in word, but in power; is not 
meat and drink, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost? The 
wealthy Jew who is anxious to promote 
the return of his people to the land of 
their fathers, be it remembered has not 
the interest of our Messiah’s kingdom in 
his mind, bat rather wishes his people to 









































be in a right position to welcome the long 
expected king, when according to Duniel 
he comes, as they fully expect he will, in 
the clouds of heaven, literally to occupy 
the throne of David and reign over are- 
stored church or nation. It seems a sin- 
gular coincidence that God’s spiritual Is- 
rael.and Israel of old should severally 
stand upon the same rock—namely, the 
literal interpretation of prophecy. The 
latter could but admit that a great per- 
sonage had appeared, and they even ask 
him the question where he would estab- 
lish his kingdom, they however discovered 
some want of evidence of his Messiahship, 
some missing links in the chain of evi- 
dence that would fasten their expected 
king to the throne of David on Mount 
Zion. And hence when He came to His 
own and applied their porphecies to Him- 
self, His own rejected Him. Human 
nature appears much the same, even iu 
our own age. The Church of Christ has 
the same difficulty about the literal inter- 
pretation of the old prophets. 

It, however, tries to get over the old 
objection by the admission that the ex- 
pected King has appeared, and partially 
fulfilled His mission, which, however, will 
only be completed when He again descends 
to our earth and literally—upon Mount 
Zion—takes possession of a temporal 
throne ; not indeed the throne of David, 
for that has long since disappeared when He 
will reign over the newly-gathered rem- 
nant of a great and mighty nation. 

Just here the question arises and it is an 
important one, Does this view harmoniz2 
with the general teaching of the New Tes- 
tament, with the spiritual character of the 
new covenant, that Christ is the end of 
the Law, that the Law and the prophets 
were until John, since which time the 
kingdom of God is preached; that even the 
Baptist,—not literally Elijah,—preached 
the kingdom of God at hand; that Jesus 
early bore the same testimony, Saying, 
‘¢ The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of 
God is at hand, repent ye and believe the 
gospel.’’ Again, “I say unto you that 
there are some of them that stand here 
which shall not taste death till they 
have seen the kingdom of God come with 
power,” and yet again, ‘‘ ye shall not 
have gone over the cities of Israel till the 
Son of man be come.’’ It seems quite 
clear that the apostles understood that 
Christ had levelled all distinctions be- 
tween the Jew and the Greek, that God 
concluded all under sin, that the riches of 
His mercy might be alike extended to all, 
that Christ had not only abolished in His 
flesh, or by His sacrificial death, the Law 
of commandments contained in ordi- 
nances, but had so welded together the 
antagonist elements of man’s creation as 
to mike of the twain, Jew and Greek, 
one new man, or church, thereby making 
peace, for through Him we both have 
access by one Spirit unto the Father. 
Hence as recognized by the gospel he 
only is a Jew who is one inwardly, and 
circumcision is that of the heart. Paul 
says to the Romans, ‘‘ There is a rem- 
nant according to the election of grace,’’ 








































that he himself is one of them, evidently 
teaching that the gathering into the church 
of Christ was the kingdom over which the 
Prince of Peace would ever sway His lov- 
ing sceptre ; that the Jews were cast off 
because of unbelief, but if they continued 
not in unbelief God Is able to graft them 
in again. The apostles seemed not to 
have time to indulge in speculative the- 
ology. Their teaching was intensely prac- 
tical, and leads to the conclusion that they 
thought the Law, which with them in- 
cluded the prophets, had its fulfillment in 
Christ, that as He taught, it became 
Him to fulfill all righteousness, that is of 
the Law, and that He finished the work 
given Him todo. This is shown in an 
incident in the transfiguration, by the 
passing away of Moses and Elias, repre- 
senting the first and last prophets under 
the law, leaving only Jesus and His teach- 
ing, outwardly and inwardly revealed, as: 
the voice to whom alone we should listen. 

We should be instructed by the direct, 

simple and practical teaching of the apos- 

ties. Even the learned and eloquent Paul 
came not with excellency of speech, but: 
would know nothing else save Jesus Christ: 


and Him crucified, that their faith should’ 


not stand in the wisdom of man, but in the 
power of God. Their grand theme was, 
‘¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shall be saved and thy house.’’ And 
though this might be a stumbling b!ock 
to some and foolishness to others to such 
as were availingly called would be mani- 
fested both the wisdom and power of God; 
thus accomplishing the grand purposes of 
the gospel by freeing its votaries from 
their bondage to sin, and raising them to 
the glorious liberty of God’s dear chil- 
dren. Now in conclusion as every child of 
God must build upon that foundation, 
other than which no man can lay, let all 
see to it that they rear their superstructure 
with the essential elements represented by 
gold, silver and precious stones, faith and 
repentance,to which a reward is promised, 
rather than prepare ourselves to suffer loss 
in the use of the wood, hay and stubble 
of obsolete ceremonial usages or the vain 
theories of speculative theology which af- 
ford no spiritual food or permanent rest 


for the weary soul. Tuomas CiarK. 
Coburg, Ontario, Canada. 


wee 


LirE is one and universal; its forms 
many and individual. Throughout this 
beautiful and wonderful creat'on there is 
never-ceasing motion, without rest by 
night or day, ever weaving to and fro. 
Swifter than a weaver’s shuttle it fi es from 
Birth to D-ath, from Death to Birth ; from 
the beginning seeks the end, and finds it 
not, for the seeming end is only a dim be- 
ginning of a new out-going and endeavor 
after the end. As the ice upon the moun- 
tain, when the warm breath of the summer 
sun brea'hes upon it, melts, and divides 
into drops, each of which reflects an image 
of the sun; so life, in the smile of God’s 
love, divides itself into separate forms, 
each bearing in it and reflecting an image 
of God’s love. —Longtellow. 
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE RIVER. 

‘* After this I beheld and lo, a great 
multitude which.no man could number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands—and they cried 
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our 
God, which sitteth upon the ttrone, and 
unto the Lamb.” 

It is one of the saddest thoughts to the 
believer in Jesus and inthe truth as He 
declared it, that while life and death are 
plainly set before every child of Adam, 
every individual member of his fallen 
zace, with the earnest injunction to choose 
life; though the grace of God which 
bringeth salvation hath appeared unto all 
men, and God would have all men to be 
saved, yet we are told, and we see the 
truth on every side of the Lord’s declara- 
tion, that ‘‘ wide is the gate and broad is 
the way that leadeth to destruction and 
many there be that go in thereat, because 
straight is the gate and narrow is the way 
that leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it.” 

And yet how the glad news that the 
Revelation of the Lord Jesus wafts to us 
from the other side of the River cheers the 
fainting hearts of His humble followers, 
that out of all peoples and nations and 
kindreds and tongues, an innumerable 
multitude of redeemed souls have gath- 
ered before the Throne of God and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes and 
with palms in their hands, and that they 
are gathering there day by day. 

“Part of that host have crossed the flood, 
And part are crossing now,” 


It is a sweet thought that though once 
they were poor, weak, fallible mortals like 
ourselves,—all having gone astray like lost 
sheep,——2ll having sinned and fallen short 
of the glory of God,—yet there they all 
have the Victor’s palm branch in their 
hands, have fealized that the Lamb and 
His followers shall have the victory in the 
end. Their warfare is accomplished, their 
iniquity is pardoned, and they have over- 
come at last by the blood of the Lamb; 
Bo as they stand before the great white 
Throne we read that they ascribe their 
salvation, not to any merits or good works 
or efforts of their own, but with a loud 
voice they give the glory of it all to the 
Lord God and the Lamb forever and 
ever. 

There is another thing that links us in 
our weakness, sorrow and pain and tears 
to that Heavenly host. They all came 
out of great tribulation. Patriarchs and 
Prophets ard Elders of the old church,— 
Apostles ard Confesso.s and Martyrs of 
the Gospel of Christ—the righteous in all 
ages and in every land, as they have gone 
up there and gathered around the throne, 
‘*they have come out of great tribula- 
tion.”’ 

It is all nothing to them now. They 
have come out of it, indeed. In the pres- 
ence of the glory of their Redeemer, with 
the melody of the new and everlasting 
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song just breaking for the first time on 
their enraptured ears, the sound of the 
harpers harping with their harps—how 
trifling and unimportant seems to them 
all the losses and the sorrows that once 
almost broke their hearts. 

Be of good cheer, poor weary watcher 
for thy Lord’s coming, the world may 
have seemed to go hard with thee, friends 
perhaps have been few and faithless, or 
the ones who were true and loving may 
have been taken from thy side and have 
left thee alone, earthly possessions which 
seem to be spared to those who seek their 
portion in this life, may have taken wings 
and flown away with thy other joys, but 
be of good courage. All these light af- 
flictions are but for a moment, and will 
work out for thee a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, as thou look- 
est not at the things which are seen, but 
at the things which are not seen; for the 
things which are seen are temporal, but 
the things that are not seen are eternal. 
And every one of that great multitude 
which no man can number came out of 
great tribulation, but they do not dwell 
upon it now. In the light of eternity, in 
the presence of the King: 


‘¢ They smile upon the troubled path, 
And wonder why they wept at all.” 


But there is another record of the ap- 
pearance of this vast company ; they were 
all clothed in white robes. No wonder 
as the Apostle John looked on them he 
failed to recognize his companions in 
tribulations and failures and imperfect ser- 
vice at the best. No marvel that when 
one of Elders asked him, ‘* What are these 
in white robes, and whence came they ?”’ 
he hesitated to answer, and referred back 
the question, with the appeal, ‘Sir, thou 
knowest.”’ 


1 thank God that He did so, that we, in 
the church militant to-day might have that 
clear ringing voice from heaven to reas- 
sure us as to our title to that glorious in- 
heritance, to the palm of victory and the 
everlasting song in the presence of the 
Lamb. 

He did not say, ‘‘ These are they who 
worked hard for their salvation, who were 
judged to have earned it, who gradually 
grew better and better by watching some 
principle within them till they at last 
made themselves fit to appear before the 
King.”’ 

‘*Who are these and whence came 
they ," 

‘« These are they that have come out of 
great tribulation and washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
throne of God and serve Him day and 
night in His temple.’’ 

Praise God, poor sinner, for that an- 
swer, which holds out to thee to-day the 
same blessed title to the same eternal glory 
if thou wilt only accept it. For the foun- 
tain in which they washed their robes is 
open to thee and to all, and though thy 
sins may be as scarlet the Lord who open- 
ed that fountain freely for thee says, if 


[Eighth mo, 


thou wilt only wash in it, they shall all be 
made white as snow. 
‘* Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power, 
Till all the ransomed church of God 
Are saved to sin no more.” 


Have we all washed in it? That is the 
great question far above all thoughts of 
earth, above its fleeting honors or perish- 
ing treasures for ourselves and our chil- 
dren. Have we, have they washed our 
robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb, in this fountain which the 
Lord hath set open for sin and unclean- 
ness freely to all? Not a sealed fountain, 
not a fountain so enclosed and inter- 
woven with a net-work of theological 
fences and ditches that one cannot get at 
it. Not open like the pool of Bethesda 
at stated seasons and shut up at others. 
Not open in the summer of life’s joys and 
closed in its winter of sorrow and gloom, 
but open day and night, summer and win- 
ter, rich and flowing and perennial, and 
free as the very air we breathe. 

But the fountain will not cleanse us un- 
less we plunge into it, and its freeness will 
not avail us unless we accept of its bless- 
ings. 

Do we despise it for its freeness? Like 
Naaman the Leper do we think we know 
of other waters where we may wash and 
be clean? Does it seem too cheap and 
too common for such respectable and rich 
people as we are to avail ourselves of? 

Ah, see what God counts it worth! He 
knew what it cost Him, what it cost His 
dear Son to open that fountain so freely 
to us all. And He shows His estimate of 
the priceless value of the purchase by the 
richness of the reward. 

Therefore, because ** they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.’’ Have you washed 
there, dear brothers and sisters? The Lord 
Jesus, the Lamb of God declared, ‘If I 
wash thee not, thou hast no part with 
Me? Have you a part with Him to-day? 
Have you washed your robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb? 
Perhaps we think they don’t need it. Poor 
wretched sinners such as Jerry McCaulay 
deals with,or such as Murphy addresses we 
quite understand need such a thorough 
cleansing, but we, we who have becn pat- 
terns to society at large for many years, 
the Lord certainly does not mean such re- 
spectable birthright members of the So- 
ciety of Friends as we are. Not such defi- 
nite work can be needed for us! 

Dear friends, over all our cavilling 
comes the answer of our Lord, ‘‘ It I wash 
thee not thou hast no part with me.’’ Not 
one in that innumerable company stood 
there by any other right or title. No ac- 
cident of birth, no new way will convey 
us to heaven. We must one and all come 
if we ever enter those pearl gates out of 
that countless multitude. It must be said 
of us as of them, ‘‘ These are they that 
have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.” .. . 
—From Bible Notes of 


THOMAS KIMBER. 
Seventh mo. 27th, 1891. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





ALEXANDER Mackay, when in Africa, 
found that nearly all the slave-traders 
came from the city of Muscat in Arabia ; 
and he advocated the establishment there 
of a Christian Mission. The Church Mis- 
sionary Society of England will probavly 
soon, according to the Spirtt of Missions, 
«carry out the recommendation. 


THE JAPANESE EpiscopaL Synod has 
held its third meeting. In its Constitu- 
tion, adopted in 1887, while ‘‘the Bible, 
the threefold ministry, and the Apostles’ 
and Nicene Creeds’’ were accepted, the 
Prayer Book was referred to a Committee 
for revision ; which has not yet been com- 
pleted. This is one of many indications 
that the Christians of Japan are strongly 
inclined to have their own church organ- 
izations, not merely taken or conied from 
those of other countries. 


THE CuINnESE Riots.—The following 
is a letter from a Chinese Christian boy : 
Dear teacher: 


At the time of riot, I saw soldiers in 
your room stealing something. I do not 
know they have taken some of your 
precious things. I told them to go out, 
and lock all the doors. The Viceroy prays 
the god for rain every day in the old 
Dragon’s temple. The patients are all 
about going away. Just three stay here. 

All be quiet at present, but sometimes 
still we hear the wicked men said ‘‘ Wait 
a few days, burn the foreign houses and 
kill foreigners.’? Though they said so, 
think they dare not do it, because our of- 
ficials are very hot to intending for pro- 
tecting the foreigners at Nanking, and 
trying to catch the men. Every day also 
we have some soldiers camping outside, 
and keep watching all day and night. 
Also there are small rank officials who 
came too late to catch the rioter, so our 
viceroy take cff their ranks and positions. 
The viceroy was very angry and became 
very cross because his people did the riot 
to the foreigners. At the excitement day, 
the viceroy said to some othr officials 
‘* If you caught any man who makes riot, 
bring him in to me and cut off his head 
right away.’? We have shut our hospital 
about more than a week. If we have dis- 
pensary day, we find the bad men came 
all together with patients and make riot. 
We hope the Lord take away the riot, and 
cast them down to the valley where the 
place is dark, and perish their wickedness. 
Make their faces quite shame for they 
doing evil. Though they doing so, still 
we hope living God make them repent- 
ance, and make them feel their wrong 
and exceedingly evils and turn their 
hearts from dark to light. 

— The Message. 


BUDDHISM IN JAPAN —Bishop Newman 
writes as follows of Buddhism in Japan 
and its chief apostle: ‘Buddhism is 
seeking to regain the ascendency, and the 
chief of all her bonzes is one of the most 
Jearned, astute, positive, eloquent, per- 


suasive men in the country; a native of 
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Japan, Mr. Akamaiz is of remarkable 1n 

tellect, culture, will, popularity and am- 
bition. Educated in England, he is known 
as the ‘* English-speaking priest.’’ He is 
at the head of the Monto sect of Budd- 
hists at Kyoto, who build vast temples 
and have over ten thousand. He teaches 
‘« the higher life of purity and righteous- 
ness,’’ but the end of his righteousness is 
Nirvana—absorption—and this by num- 
berless births. Sad as is the end of such 
righteousness, it appeals to the “erat, 
who seem indifferent to a conscious im- 
mortality. — Gospel in all L ands. 


A Jew’s BEvier.—In the course of an 
interview, Dr. Hermann Adler, the re- 
cently-elected Chief Rabbi, speaking for 
the Jewish nation, said: We believe that 
when the Messiah will come, in God’s 
own time, the Israelites will return to the 
Holy Land, but we do not deem it right 
to do anything to obtain possession of the 
country at the present time, before the 
coming of the Messiah. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. — The 
census of the Presbyterian Church, as 
compiled by Dr. William Henry Roberts, 
Clerk of the General Assembly, shows 
that Church has grown in numbers 
during the past year, notwithstanding 
the doctrinal controversies that have dis- 
quieted it. The whole number of mem- 
bers is 806,796, an increase of 140,000 
for the past six years. Whole number of 
churches, 7070; increase, 789. Contribu- 
tions for the year 1891 were $14,062,000, 
of which $1,780,000 was for missions. 


In Darkest ENGLAND. — As to the 
social scheme, they had got fairly 
to work in all departments. In the 
shelters, greatly enlarged, two thousand 
persons slept every night. It was intended 
to introduce laundry work into their ref- 
uges, and it was proposed to make con- 
siderable increase in rescue operations. 
A Boys’ Home was about to be started, 
where street Arabs would be taken in and 
apprenticed. Another project was a Sal- 
vation home for sailors. The Army would 
this coming winter try and sweep the 
streets of the poor folk who slept in 
them. Thc Farm Colony had been 
brought under proper cultivation, and 
there were upon it workshops for two 
thousand persons. — General Booth’s 
Farewell Address. 


THE NORTHFIELD CONPERENCE of 
Christian Workers, from Seventh Month 
30 to Eighth Month g, was attended by 
more than five hundred persons. Besides 
D. L. Moody, prominent speakers there 
have been Dr.A. J. Gordon, T. B. Meyer, 
of London, England, Arthur T. Pierson, 
L. W. Manhall, R. A. Torrey, H. C. 
Mabie, and others. Ira Sankey and G. C. 
Stebbins led the singing. On the 8th inst., 
a resolution was unanimously adopted re- 
questing the managers of the World’s 
Fair at Chicago to close the exhibition on 
the first day of every week. A petition 
with 2,500,000 signatures was presented, 
asking D. L. Moody to make another 
evangelizing visit to Scotland. 
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MaDaGascaR.—The imperfect develop. 
ment of spiritual life among the profess: 
ing Christians of Madagascar, has often 
been commented upon, and much deplor- 
ed, by none more so than by the mission- 
aries who have for years been longing and 
praying for a more powerful manifestation 
of the work of the Spirit of God in the 
hearts of this interesting people. It might 
seem now as if prayer had been answered 
even far beyond what had been expected, 
aud that the efforts patiently and persever- 
ingly made from year to year had been 
crowned with a rich harvest. 

We gather that the majority of those 
who have lately made open profession of 
their allegiance to Christ are young people, 
and it is very much to be desired that they 
may receive grace to maintain a far higher 
standard of Christian practice than has 
yet existed in the Malagasy church. How 
greatly should we rejoice, for instance, if 
asa result of the present movement slavery 
should quickly and quietly cease to exist 
among all in that island who call them- 
selves Christians. 

The tidings we publish this month are 
indeed very encouraging, prompting to 
a joyful thanksgiving ; but they also call 
loud!y upon us, who know so little of the 
lemptations and difficulties of our brothers 
aud sisters in Madagascar, to try to place 
ourselves side by side with them in earnest 
prayer in their behalf.—Zondon Friend. 


———_—__ +m — 


MIDSUMMER. 








Behold the flood-tide of the year, 
The glad Midsummer time, 

When all things bright and fair are here 
And earth is in its prime. 


In fresh green woods the laurel hides 
Her blushing waxen bloom ; 

And pink azaleas by the brook 
Breathe spicy, faint perfume. 


Wild roses by the dusty roads 
Bud, blossom and decay, 

Content to be, for joy of it, 
The pleasure of a day. 


This lovely world, how strangely sweet 
It is! how wondrous fair 

The starry daisies at my feet ! 
How fresh the summer air! 


They bring a message home to me, 
With tender meaning fraught : 

The lowliest flower our Lord has made 
Is worth a tender thought, 


And each Midsummer blossom-time 
I learn the lesson o’er— 
This love of field, and flower, and vine, 
And love of God the more. 
—Good Housekeeping. 


EO oa = 


THROUGH the tender mercy of our God, 
whereby the day spring from on high hath 
visited us. To give light to them that sit 
in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Luke i. 78, 79. 

Nor every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven: but he that doth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. Matt. vii. 21. 
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tion that the Bible cannot be thrown over- 
board. It occupies an impregnable posi- 
tion in the life and thought of the Church. 
But it may be that our theories regarding 
the Bible are false. 

If we accept the views of the modern 
critics regarding the origin of the Old 
Testament as correct, so far as the evidence 
may seem overwhelming, we do not there- 
by rob the Scriptures of their divine char. 
acter. We are simply forced to admit 
that God in giving his revelation has re- 
garded human limitations more than we 
————_————————- } supposed, that he spoke to his people in 

we each age, that thus they were in training 

HIGHER CriticisM.—One not familiar | ang were better fitted to publish his truth. 
with what is thus designated can hardly 


While these truths given in measure. as 
add to his knowledge of it more instruct- 


his people were able to hear them, were 
ively than by reading two articles in the | iMfinitely above those recognized by other 
Independent (July 30, 1891); one by 


peoples, the methods of transmission were 
Professor Samuel Ives Curtiss, D.D., the 


not totally different from those known to 
other peoples. Literary and _ historical 

other by Professor Howard Osgood, D.D. | methods were much the same. Although 

The latter article, especially, would be 

well worthy of issue and distribution as a 


there is no reason to doubt that there was 
entire honesty of purpose, it cannot be 

tract for ministers and students of the 

Bible. 


proved that we have in the Old Testa- 
Our space will not permit much cita- 


ment such accuracy in all details as we 

might expect at the present time. Nor 
tion from these articles, both of which are 
long. Dr. Curtiss represents those who 


are we to think that we honor God’s 

Word by denying that the Divine Spirit 

has made use of poetry and fiction in teach- 
consider that many of the conclusions of 
the self-styled ‘* Higher Critics’’ may be 
accepted without disturbing our reverence 


ing spiritual lessons. 
The Bible is its own best interpreter. 
for or confidence in the Bible. He writes 
thus : 
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Everything must be judged by the stand- 
ard of the Gospel and of the NewTestament. 
Judged by this standard, much in the Old 
Testament will be seen to have been dis 
pensational and preparatory. 

Doubtless questions of criticism occupy 
too much attention. So far as Criticism 
is regarded as a weapon for breaking down 
the doctrines of the evangelical system it 
is wielded by enemies or mistaken friends. 

There is a large number in Germany, 
mostly pupils of Ritschl, of whom Kaftan, 
of Berlin, may be considered a type, who 
are looking for a new reformation and a 
new theology. It cannot be said that any 
positive progress has been made in this 
direction. 

It is certain that there can only bea 
Church in the New Testament sense as it 
holds on to the God-man Christ Jesus, 
and as it makes the record of the God- 
man in the Scriptures its rule of faith and 
practice.” 









































‘¢ As is well known there are two kinds 
of Biblical Criucism in the language of 
the schools, lower and higher. The lower 
criticism has to do with the state of the 
text, the higher with questions of author. 
ship. It is certainly legitimate to ask 
whether our Scriptures have been trans- 
mitted to us substantially in the form in 
which they were written. It is also legiti- 
mate to ask by whom these Scriptures 
were written. 

The question under discussion is not 
whether the Bible is the Word of God— 
that we pre-suppose, since it has demon- 
strated its divine origin—but rather how 
it arose and how it came down to us. 

This is an age of scientific investiga- 
tion. Every subject which interests the 
human mind is carefully examined. We 
cannot safely take the position that men 
may investigate the origin and transmis- 
sion of every other book but not of the 
books of the Bible. If we attack those 
who engage in such investigations as ene- 
mies of the Bible and of religion we put 
ourselves in an unfortunate attitude as 
seeking to suppress free investigation. 

Such studies are not profitable for the 
pastor. They are too intricate. They 
may not be especially profitable for the 
exegetical professor. But he cannot re- 
fuse to give them a careful examination. 

While it is possible to take the attitude 
that if our theory of the origin and trans- 
mission of the Scripture is not correct, we 
must throw the Bible overboard, it might 
perhaps be safer for us to take the rosi- 


































Dr. Osgood writes after more than thirty 
years’ intimacy with the Criticism. Its 
acknowledged foremost leader in Europe 
is Dr. Kuenen, of Leyden; in thiscountry, 
Dr. Toy, of Harvard. It is, we are told, 
demonstrable ‘‘that for a century the 
large majority of Protestant theological 
professors in the duropean universities 
have been uaanimous in regarding the 
Bible as the product of ‘ natural develop- 
ment alone.’ On this the consensus criti- 
corum is more decided than on any other 
point.’’ 

Kuenen is quoted as saying that ‘‘ The 
historical critic can but give us his own 
personal interpretations of the image re- 














He adds: 
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flected in his mind ; so that almost every- 
thing depends upon his own qualifications 
and the constitution of his own mind. J 
no congeniality of spirit fits him to inter- - 
pret the reality he can scarcely fail to 
caricature it.” 

This principle is important, and if 
strictly applied to the writers of the 
Higher Criticism must disarm them alto- 
gether. No one who leaves God out of 
Scriptural History and Prophecy can have 
the least congeniality of spirit with their 


So Kuenen says that 


‘«The representations of the Hexa.- 
teuch, as they stand, can only be re- 
garded as the products of ages long after 
Moses and Joshua when the true course of 
events was almost forgotten, aud genuine 
historical reminiscences could only be pre- 
served by having a place assigned them in 
a fictitious framework.” 


Dr. Toy, who makes a specialty of the 
History of Religions, writes as follows: 


‘lf he (Moses) wrote any command- 
ments the record has been lost.’”’ ‘If 
we cannot suppose that the Pentateuch is 
correct history, then we do not know pre- 
cisely what Moses did for his people.’’ 

‘The Israelites were hardly civilized 
before the time of Simuel and David (7. ¢. 
1000 B. C.), and not ready to write books 
for a century or two later.” ‘‘ The Is- 
raelites were not accustomed to writing in 
those early days.” 

As to the New Testament, Kuenen goes 
£0 far as to say: 

‘‘We must either cast aside as worth- 
less our dearly bought scientific method, 
or must forever cease to acknowledge the 
authority of the New Testament in the 
domain of the exegesis of the Old. With- 
out hesitation we choose the latter.’’ 

‘* The critic dares to form a conception 
of Israel’s religious development totally 
different from that which, as any one may 
see, is set forth in the Old Testament, and 
to sketch primitive Christianity in lines 
which even the acutest reader cannot recog- 
nize in the New.”’ 


It is very suggestive in regard to the 
tendency and influence of theological 
seminaries, that for a hundred years such 
opinions as these have been growing in 
assent, until now they are advocated by 
the ‘‘large majority of Protestant theo- 
logical professors in the European univer- 
sities.” Truly now as of old the Gospel 
is ‘‘ to the Greeks foolishness.’’ 

Dr. Osgood explicitly rejects the as- 
sumption of the Higher Criticism that all 
the science of criticism is on their side. 


‘* Another assumption of this school 1s 
that their opponents are the slaves of tra- 
dition, branded upon them by Church or 
teacher, or for want of free and fair in- 
quiry and acquaintance with Higher Criti- 
cism. They cannot imagine that one 





Fifth day, 10 o'clock A. M.—After gather- 
ing into silence, and vocal prayer by a visit- 
ing Friend— 

Albert Peele, on behalf of the representa- 
tives, reported the name of L. L. Hobbs for 
Clerk and Josiah Nicholson and James E, 
Cartland for Assistants; with which the 
meeting heartily united and they were ap- 
pointed for this year. The subject of taking 
a stenographic account of the business of the 
Yearly Meeting was introduced, and a sum 
raised sufficient to defray the expense thereof, 
and a small committee was appointed to ex- 
amine the work each evening and see that it 
is correct. 

Then followed the. reading of the written 
epistles as follows: New York, New Eng- 
land, Baltimore, Ohio, Indiana, Iowa and 
Kansas. Epistles not yet received from 
Western and Canada Yearly Meetings. 


A committee was then appointed to pre- 
pare suitable epistles to the several Yearly 
Meetings and produce them at a future 
sitting. 

The proposition of Indiana Yearly Meet- 
ing to set up a new Yearly Meeting at Wil- 
mington, Ohio, to be called Wilmington 
Yearly Meeting, was introduced and fully 
united with, and a committee was nominated 
to produce the names of a few Friends ata 
future sitting to attend the opening of the 
same in Eighth month, 1892. 

The suggestion from Iowa Yearly Meeting 
to consider the calling of a conference of 
Yearly Meetings was introduced and dis- 
cussed at considerable leng:h, and finally a 
committee was nominated to produce at a 
future sitting names for a small committee 
to correspond with other Yearly Meetings on 
the subject, and to report next year, 

_ Fifth-day Afternoon.—Meeting convened 
in joint session. 

After an earnest and touching appeal for 
unity of action and harmonious effort for the 
advancement of Christ’s kingdom, the re- 
port on evangelistic work was read. The 
report was approved ,and while many Friends 
thought that all the work had not been ac- 
complished that seemed desirable, yet it was 
believed the committee had done all it could 
do under the circumstances and with the 
means at command, For the use of the 
committee the coming year the Yearly Meet- 
ing appropriated three hundred dollars, and 
then immediately supplemented this amount 
with a voluntary subscription of three hun- 
dred and eighteen dollars. Much interest was 
manifested in this work, and many beautiful 
texts and testimonies were given during the 
consideration of the subject, showing the 
blessedness of giving to the Lord. 

A poor woman Friend, living sixty miles 
away, near the mountains, said that she and 
a few others had been praying ard laboring 
for a meeting-house in their community for 
quite a long time, and yet without any per- 
ceptible effect, and she had prayed that some 
plan might be set in motion during this 
Yearly Meeting that would result in giving 
them a meeting-house. Whereupon a visiting 
minister suggested that a subscription be en- 
tered into, which was at once done, and re- 
sulted in raising the sum of about ¢11o, with 
an assurance the balance would be raised, 
it being understood that two hundred dol- 
lars, with their own labor and effort, would 
secure the house. 

David E. Sampson, Mary Venable, James 
R. Jones and Even Benbow were appointed 
to secure title to lot of land and have care of 
building. There was also a subscription of 
twenty-five dollars taken in the face of the 
meeting to complete an unfinished meeting- 
house at Prosperity, in Moore county. 


To be continued, 
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THIRD QUARTER. 
Ninth month 6, 1891 
THE TRUE CHILDREN OF GOD. 
John viii. 31—47. 


LESSON x. 


Gotpen Text.—As many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of Ged. Johni. 12. 


The incident of John viii. 1-11 is placed 
in brackets in the R. V. because omitted 
by many ancient authorities. There is, 
however,-some ground for thinking that 
the difficulty arises simply from its having 
become displaced and further research 
may enable us to assign it to its original 
place in the text. At any rate the con- 
nection between ch. viii. 12 and the dis. 
course on the living Water is very close. 
Christ probably on the day succeeding 
that on which the Sanhedrim had attempt- 
ed to arrest Him resumed His teaching 
still illustrating it by the peculiarities inci- 
dent to the Feast of Tabernacles. The 
illuminating of the Temple Buildings by 
the lighting of the eight great candelabra 
in the Court of the Women was part of 
these and from it Christ took the text for 
His discourse on the light of the world. 
See ch. viii. 12, &c. 

31. Zhensaid Jesus to those Jews which 
believed on him. ‘* More correctly, as in 
R. V. Which had believed him. In the 
previous verse it is said shat many believed 
on him, a much stronger expression, mean 
ing ‘not merely to believe the facts of 
His historical life, or of His saving energy 
as facts, but to accept Him as Saviour, 
Teacher, Sympathizer, Judge: to rest the 
soul upon Him for present and future sal- 
vation, and to accept and adopt His pre. 
cepts and example as binding upon the 
life.’ "—MZ. R. Vincent. Nodoubt those 
whom He now addressed included those of 
very differing degrees of faith. J/ ye con- 
tinue in my work. If you continue to 
listen to and receive My teachings. See 
Luke viii. 15; 11, 28; John xiv. 23; xv. 
4-7; ix. 10. Then ye are my disciples in. 
deed. That is, ‘* those who learn of me.’’ 
The true disciple is he who patiently learns 
one by one the lessons of his master. 
‘¢ Some one has said that perseverance is 
the only virtue that cannot be counter- 
feited.’’"— Dr. Hovey. 

32. And ye shall know the truth. Since 
Christ is Himself the truth (John xiv. 6) 
those who patiently learn of Him will 
learn the truth. This is the surest and 
quickest way to gratify the craving of the 
human heart after truth yet often it is the 
very last way we think of taking. Hos. vi. 
3. And the truth shall make you free. 
See Rom. vi. 14, 18, 22; vill, 2, 15; 
James i. 25; ii. 12. This is an essential 
truth ; one of the spiritual axioms that in- 
volve so much. Man was made for do- 
minion and for liberty—the liberty of the 
sons of God ; liberty to do God’s will; 
liberty to act in accordance with the di- 
vine spiritual nature. See Heb. i. 6, 7, 
8 ; and just in so far as we grasp the ¢ruth 
about anything in that degree do we be- 
come free. Read Ps. cxix. 45; Is. Ixi. 
1; Luke iv. 18; Rom. viii. 21; Gal. v. 
zp 8g. 
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33. We be Abraham's seed. The Mo- 
saic law forbade the enslaving of one Is- 
raelite by another except under certain 
very strict limitations. And were never 
in bondage to any man. Yet at that very 
time they were under the dominion of the 
alien power of Rome, but since their per- 
sonal liberty was not interfered with, na- 
tional pride could still blind their eyes to 
their actual condition. Far less did they 
recogniz: the spiritual bondage in which 
they were held. Note that the most hope- 
less slavery is that which does not recog- 
nize its bonds. 

34. Whosoever committeth sinis the ser- 
vant of sin. The Greek is the continuous 
present implying a constant repetition of the 
action, therefore whilst the truth remains 
that every time we commit sin we do in so 
far become the slave of sin, yet the teach- 
ing here has primary reference not to the 
isolated lapses of a child of God, but to 
those who are living in astate of sin. Rom. 
vi. 16, 20; II Pet. ii. 19. 

35. And the servant abideth not in the 
house. ‘* 1 believe with Stier and B:ngel, 
the reference is to Hagar and Ishmael, 
and Isaac, the dond and the free. They 
had spoken of themselves as the seed of 
Abraham. The Lord shows them that 
there may be of that seed ‘wo kinds, the 
son properly so called, and the séave The 
latter does not abide in the house forever ; 
it is not his right nor his position.’’—AZ 
ford. But the Son abideth ever. The 
true sons of faithful Abraham sharing his 
character as children should would share 
likewise in its permanence. They would 
remain ever in the house and kingdom of 
God. 

36. Lf the Son therefore shall make you 
free. The Son who Himself enjoys the 
freedom of the Father’s house and has the 
authority to give it to whom he will. 

37. 1 know that ye are Abraham's seed. 
In the outward, that is; but the fact that 
you seek to kill me is a proof that spirit- 
ually you are not his children. Sze verse 
40. My word hath no place with you. Far 
from abiding in His teaching (v. 31) they 
would not give it so much as a lodgment 
even in their hearts. 

38. J speak that which I have seen, &c. 
This word, which you refuse to receive is 
the word of God; hence you cannot be 
God’s children. See John iii. 32; v. 19, 30. 
Ye do, which ye have seen (or heard that,R. 
V.) with your father. The deeds, especially 
alluded to are, rst. Seeking to kill Him 
(see previous chapter) and 2d. Rejecting 
His word. 

39. Abraham is our Father. They 
repel His implied accusation, which though 
not yet plainly stated, they have already 
understood. Jf ye were Abraham's chil- 
dren. The real gist of Christ’s teaching 
here is that fesh and blood descent dves 
not count. This was a hard lesson for the 
bigoted exclusive Jews. Ye would do the 
works of Abraham. It is the spiritual 
descent, the likeness in character and 
actions that shows whose children we are. 

40. Ve seek to killme, a man that 1ath 
told you the truth, Not only are you 
ready to commit murder, but you are re- 
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jectrrg God’s truth also. Abraham ac- 


‘cepted and acted upon God’s word so 


lovingly that he was called the friend of 
God. 

41. Ye do the deeds of your father. 
See verse 44. We be not born of forni- 
cation. As if they wouldsay, ‘* Thou 
hast admitted our historical descent from 
Abraham (see verse 37). Well, we are his 
descendants, soul and body; no double 
ancestry for us ; we deny thy accusation.” 

42. Jf God were your Father, ye would 
dove me. He gives them a very simple 
test, and yet a wonderful one. ‘“ Jam cf 
God, the qualities which you see in me 
are those of my Father, and if you were 
indeed His children you would love me.’’ 
See I John v. 1; John v. 43; vii. 28, 29; 
also Gal. iv. 4. 

43. Why do ye not understand? An- 
other statement of the truth that a sympa- 
thetic will is essential to the comprehen- 
sion of spiritual truth (see also John vii. 
17, and also verses 31, 32), because ye 
cannot hear my word. ‘*Hear”’ in this 
place implies ‘‘ obey.” They refused to 
obey, therefore they failed to understand. 

44. Ye are of your father the aevil 
As shown by your actions. And the lusts 
of your father ye willdo. ‘* Ye choose to 
do.’’ Itis the same word as in the pas- 
sage ‘‘if any man will do his will,’’ &c. 
John vii. 17. He was amurderer, &c. 
‘« And ye likewise seek to kill.’’ See verse 
40. And abode notin the truth. ‘* Even 
as ye will not accept the truth from me.” 
See verses 31, 32. 

45. And because I tell you the truth. 
In contrast with the lies of the devil which 
they loved. 

46. Which of you convinceth me of sin? 
Rather convicteth me. ‘* To convince is to 
satisfy @ man’s own mind of some par- 
ticular truth ; to convict a man is to prove 
him guilty.”"——C/ark. This question, 
asked first by Christ Himself, has been 
triumphantly repeated by his followers 
ever since. The enemies of Christianity 
have always with one voice admitted the 
purity and righteousness of Christ. 

47. He that is of God (see John x. 26, 
27; I John iv. 6) heareth God's words. 
Again He repeats the test, the central 
truth of this lesson, that ‘* His servants 
ye are to whom ye obey’’—** His chil- 
dren ye are whose spirit ye have in you.” 

PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 

1. To be Christ’s disciples indeed in- 
volves patient continuance in learning of 
Him and in obeying Him. 

2. The truth always sets free; sin and 
error always enslave. Christ came to 
break all bonds and to deliver them that 
were bound. To learn of Him is the 
surest way of advancing in the knowledge 
of truth. 

3. Christ’s personal purity and holiness 
is one of the strongest arguments for be- 
lieving His words. 

4. In spiritual things this truth is an 
€ssential one, ‘‘If children, thenheirs.’’ By 
it we may test our ownstate. By it we may 
learn how to become heirs of God—#. ¢. 
By becoming His. children through the 
new birth. 


other public institutions. 
very well-known and valued amongst 
Friends in our different Yearly Meetings. 
The character of her mind and her ac- 
quired resources made her an uncommonly 
interesting preacher of the Gospel. 





SOCIETY INTELLIGENCE. 


EizaBeTH L. Comstock departed this 


life at Union Springs, New York, after a 
few days’ illness, 8mo. 3. Through many 
years her experience as a minister was much 


varied in place and circumstances. While 


in the prime of life she made numerous 


visits of religious service to prisons and 
She was also 


Kansas YEARLY MEETING—C. P. Un- 


1oN—Roxana A. Davis, president of the 


Annual C. T. U. Assembly. is spending a 
few weeks near Colorado Springs, Colo. 


Mary L. Wuite, of Chester, Pa. (late 


of Prairie Centre, Kansas), who has given 


the C. F. U. so much aid in procuring 
books for various divisons and in interest- 


ing Eastern Friends,is now with her family 
en route for England; whence she hopes 


to return in a few months with her health, 
which has been very poor for some time 
past, fully restored. 


THE TONGANOXIE division has ad- 


journed its literary meetings for the sum- 


mer as many of the members, who are 
students at the Friends’ Academy, have 
returned home for the vacation. The re- 
ligious meetings will be kept up as usual. 


AT A RECENT meeting of one of the di- 
visions, a minister, who is a much inter. 
ested member, said that in the two years 
that he had been connected with the C. 
F. U. he had learned more about the prin- 
ciples, practices and history of Friends 
than in all his life previously. 

A NUMBER of the books which have 
been so kindly donated to the C. F. U. by 
H. & S. Longstreth, are in charge of the 
president at Lawrence, Kansas, and divis 
ions can obtain the same by applying to 
her. 

Dr. JAMES CarEY THomas, of Balti- 
more, attended the meetings at Croydon 
on the First-day after Yearly Meeting, 
visiting the adult schools in the afternoon. 
On First-day, the 7th of Sixth Month, he 
was at Sunderland, being present at the 
meetings for worship, and visiting the 
girls’ class. The following evening a meet- 
ing was appointed of the members and 
attenders at which much interest was ap- 
parent. Dr. Thomas was at the Monthly 
Meeting at York on the roth, visiting 
both the schools, and meeting Friends in a 
social way on the rrth. On the rath he 
went to Darlington, having service there 
both in the First-day meetings and in 
special meetings of First-day school teach- 
ers and others, and of the ‘‘Small meet 
ing’s committee.’’ An interesting draw- 
ing-room meeting was also héld witha 
number of the young people. He attended 
Lancashire and Cheshire Quarterly Meet- 
ing in Lancaster on the 17th and 18th, 
and Westmoreland Quarterly meeting at 
Kendal on the rgth; after which he met 
a number of the young people at the 


house of a Friend. The following day he 
went to Birmingham, visiting the schools, 
and attending the meeting at Bull Street 
on First-day morning, and the young peo- 
ple’s meeting in the evening, and, on 
Second-day evening, a social méeting at 
the Priory. On First-day, the 28th, he 
attended the meeting for worship and a 
mission meeting at Kendal, and on the 
30th a public meeting at Swarthmore. On 
Sixth-day, the 3rd of Seventh Month, he 
was at a social meeting at Manchester, 
and on the 4th at a meeting of the scholars 
of the adult school, held at Dalton Hall. 
On First-day, the 5th, he attended meet- 
ings at Manchester in the morning and at 
Eccles 1n the evening, visiting the First- 
day school in the afternoon. He was at 
London and Middlesex Quarterly Meet- 
ing on the 6th and 7th, and at a part of 
the Conference of Home Mission workers 
at Ayton, from the 1oth to the 13th. 

Dr. Thomas is now on the Continent, 
but not with the object of visiting Friends 
there. He may possibly have some service 
in this country for a few days before his 
return to America.—London Friend. 


THe Ayton ConFERENCE of English 
Friends’ Home Mission Committee and 
workers, held from the 6th to the 13th of 
Seventh Month, is said to have been an 
occasion of great interest and blessing. 
Third-day, Seventh Month 7th, in the 
morning, Henry Stanley Newman gave a 
Bible study on the work of the Holy 
Spirit through Committees ; illustrating 
the subject chiefly from the book of Acts. 
The afternoon was occupied with reports 
from Home Mission workers. 


Fourth day morning, Howard Nich- 
olson read a paper on Winning Souls. 
William Hobson spoke on the question 
‘* How to Revive A Decayed Meeting.’’ 
Helpful remarks followed by several of 
those present. In the afternoon Frederick 
Sessions read two short papers on ‘‘Preach- 
ing of the Cross ’’ and ‘‘ The Right Exer- 
cise of Spiritual Gifts.” The evening 
meeting was chiefly taken up with a Bible 
study of The Kingdom of Heaven, by 
George Gillett. 

Fifth-day morning, Priscilla Peckover 
gave a Bible reading on Christ the Life of 
the World. In the afternoon, after a climb 
to the top of the Easty Moor, George 
Ash gave an address on Visiting ; followed 
by a lively discussion, which extended 
also to some other topics. 

Sixth-day morning, cheering reports 
were given of mission work done on 
the previous*evening. William Hob- 
son then opened the subject of ‘“‘ How 
Best to Help Meetings to Become Inde- 
pendent of Help from Outside.’’ Wil- 
liam Baker followed on ‘‘ How Can the 
Need of More Workers be Best Supplied.”’ 

Seventh-day morning, Bible Study was 
introduced by William C. Braithwaite, on 
Preparation for Service. A very helpful 
discussion followed, led by Dr. James C. 
Thomas of Baltimore. 

Ono First-day Friends scattered over the 
country side. Gospel meetings were held 
in about thirty meeting-houses, village 
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halls and Non-conformist chapels through- 
out the district. The power of the Lord 
was with the messengers, bringing bless- 
ing to many souls. 

Second-day morning, J. Fyfe Stewart 
spoke on the Future Work of the Com- 
mittee. ‘*The true ideal of a Quaker 
Church’’ was a church at work, every 
member finding that there was something 
which he could do. The ideal might seem 
to be a high one, but yet it was what 
Christianity demanded.’” Among other 
speakers, Dr. J. C. Thomas spoke warmly 
of all the different agencies at work. He 
had felt in England, especially at Birm- 
ingham, how the Adult Schools were fur- 
pishing the solution to one of the great 
problems of the age. The question was 
how to bring about a closer connection 
between the adult scholars of the Society. 
He thought it would be helpful to make 
use of them in the way suggested by J. F. 
Stewart. We need to inspire our mem- 
bers with a sense of the call there is for 
workers. If this were done our differences 
and difficulties of methods would soon be 
swept away by the overflowing power of 
the Lord. We ought not to forget our 
mission to the educated. There are many 
souls hungering for our simple presenta- 
tion of Gospel truth. The eagerness with 
which Bible Readings were attended at the 
last Yearly Meeting shows that there is a 
field of service for those who can give 
Bible teaching to those who hunger for it. 

In the afternoon Rachel E. Gilkes 
brought forward the subject of Uncon- 
ditional Surrender. The report in the 
London Friend, of which the above ac- 
count is an abridgment, says: 

Several Friends followed with helpful 
thoughts, and in the evening all gathered 
together for the closing meeting of the 
Conference. Praise was on many lips, 
and in every heart, and mingled with the 
thanksgiving were many prayers that in 
the every-day service for Christ that lay 
before us, the communion with God 
which we had enjoyed might be con- 
tinued, and our work might be carried on 
from day to day, under His fresh anoint- 
ing, and in the spirit of His power. 


—————- +e — 


AT EVENTIDE. 


Crimson, and gold, and russet, 
Against the blazing sky, 

The trees stood up in the sunset 
As the wind went wandering by. 


Crimson, and gold, and russet, 
And a drifting haze of rain 
Caught up to the western glory, 

And gave it back again, 


Just so, when life is sinking 
To the twilight time of tears, 
Worn out with the fret and fever, 
The turmoil of the years. 


Light from the land we’re nearing 
Falls on the paths we tread, 
Like the smiles we see through weeping 
On the faces of our dead. 
—Ali the Year Round, 
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THE BRUSSELS ANTI SLAVERY 
CONFERENCE ACT. 


Inquiries have been received at the De- 
partment of State from philanthropic or. 
ganizations and individuals as to the fail- 
ure of the United States Government to 
signify its adherence to the Kongo treaty, 
the final ratifications of which must be 
exchanged before the end of this month. 

The State Department has replied to 
these inquiries that the subject is still under 
consideration by the United States Senate 
in executive session, and the Department 
does not feel at liberty to discuss the mat- 
ter generally, but that it is proper to say, 
as a result of recent correspondence, that 
it is not improbable that t1e treaty will go 
into effect at the appointed time in respect 
to all of the signatories except the United 
States, and that it will be left open to this 
Government to give its adhesion here- 
after. 

This treaty was negotiated at Brussels, 
and a representative of the United States 
Government assisted in its preparation. It 
was laid before the Senate toward the close 
of the last Congress for approval, and an 
Executive communication called attention 
to the necessity for speedy action. After 
a long debate in executive session the 
treaty was rejected, but as a motion to re- 
consider was entered the matter is still 
pending. ‘The vote upon the acceptance 
of the treaty was close, and its opponents 
took their stand upon several proposi- 
tions. Oae was that the approval of the 
treaty by the United States would carry 
with it a recognition of certain French 
claims to a large part of Liberia, which 
recent events show are now being actively 
and forcibly pushed, and as Liberia is re- 
garded as one of our wards, we could not 
permit such aggression. It was also urged 
that the United States could not consist- 
ently, with its holding to the Monroe doc- 
trine, undertake to j»in in a plan of dic- 
tation respecting the affairs of another 
continent, and still another reason put 
forward in opposition to the treaty was 
the contention that it would be unwise for 
the United States to give recognition to 
the present rather broad, and in some cases 
doubtiul, claims of European nations to 
the best portions of Africa, which are 
tacitly recognized by the treaty. All of 
these arguments were used by the opposi- 
tion successfully to defeat the treaty, but, 
as the motion to reconsider is still pend- 
ing, the Department of State regards it as 
a duty to still save a place for the United 
States among its adherents until the sub- 


ject is finally acted upon by the Senate.— 
The African. 


-o 


Dic channels for the fount of love, 
Where its blessed streams may run; 
And know that love has copious streams 

To fill them every one, 
For only while we share we keep 
‘That blest thing from above, 
Ceasing to give, we cease to have, 
Such is the law of love. 


RURAL. 


Nut CuLture.—Learned men of the 
present day are much exercised about the 
kind of food necessary to produce the 
greatest amount of muscular health and: 
strength, and nuts of all kinds have been 
pronounced by them far excellence, as an 
article of diet. Besides the beauty of 
nut trees and the gastronomic utility of 
their fruits, nut plantations seem to be 
rapidly making fortunes for those who 
have been sage enough to invest in them. 

Chief Van Dieman, of the Department 
of Agriculture, predicts that the cultiva- 
tion of nuts will soon be one of the 
greatest and most profitable industries in 
the United States. The large returns 
from individual trees,.and immense profits 
from established orchards, have stimulated 
the interest, and our foremost enterpris- 
ing fruit-growers are planting nut trees 
largely for market purposes; others who 
enjoy nuts during winter are realizing 
that they may be had in abundance for 
the mere trouble of planting. 

The pecan is the nut of the future, Mr. 
Van Dieman thinks, but he forecasts large 
returns from walnuts, chestnuts, pine and 
hazel nuts, almonds, filberts, etc. ‘‘A 
grower in Florida has now a grove of 4000 
pecan trees six years o!d; when they be- 
gin to bear their product will be worth 
$100,000 yearly,at wholesale.” But this is 
counting chickens too soon. ‘‘ Mr. C. H. 
Daniels, of Georgia, has apecan tree which 
bearsannually from ten to fifteen bushels of 
nuts, which sell readily at wholesale for 
four and five dollars per bushel.’’‘* Col. 
Stuart, of Ocean Springs, Mississippi, who 
has has made a wide reputation as a suc- 
cesstul cultivator, says: ‘‘I planted those 
large paper-shell pecan nuts when I was 
fifty-seven years old, and now at sixty- 
nine, I tell you they help me to live! IE 
got one hundred and seventeen pounds 
from one tree last fall, sold one hundred 
and five pounds for one hundred and five 
dollars and planted the remainder of 
them and have raised a lot of fine young 
trees which are for sale. Pecan culture, 
planting the very large nuts, I consider 
one of the safest and best paying indus- 
tries a man can engage in.’’ This com: 
bined cloud of witnesses and figures cer- 
tainly does make orange-growing and to- 
bacco raising much seemless tempting. 

The pecan forests of Texas furnish large 
quantities of rich nuts to the market of 
New Orleans, whence they are shipped to 
Europe, where they are said to bring a 
higher price than any other nut. This 
Hicoria pecan is a native tree growing 
from Southern Indiana to the Gulf of 
Mexico; valuable new varieties are being 
obtained which are propagated by graft- 
ing and sold for fancy prices. H. pecan 
is known in our botanies as Carya olive- 
formis, but the genus was first named 
Hicoria, and the right of priority of the 
name has recently been recognized. It is 
a beautiful, symmetrical and rapid grow- 
ing tree with luxuriant, light green foliage, 
much narrower than that of any other 
hickory. Its nuts are oblong, smooth 








ra@r FP TW ww erv™~ 


md 
n 


way 


-20, 1891.] 


THE FRIENDS’ REVIEW 


61 





and thin-shelled, with sweet and delicious 
kernels. There is a fine specimen tree in 
the grounds of the capitol at Washington. 
The trees are generally planted forty eight 
to the acre, covering the fresh nuts where 
they are to grow in the fall, as is the rule 
in planting all nut trees.—Vick’s Maga- 
sine. 

PickinG STRAWBERRIES —J. H. Hale, 
who has had long and extensive exper- 
ience with strawberry raising, says that in 
packing for market ‘‘ good girls and 
women make the best pickers,’’ and that 
‘* boys are usually a nuisance ;’’ that not 
more than a dozen pickers can be man- 
aged by one superintendent. One of the 
most skillful and successful raisers we 
know, and who generally gets about 
double the common price for his berries, 
employs women exclusively, being more 
careful, industrious and skillful in select- 
ing and arranging the best. Mr. Hale re- 
commends picking towards night for dis- 
stant market, and states that fruit picked 
when dry in the afternoon will keep forty- 
eight-hours longer than when picked while 
wet with dew. He lays great stress on 
honest packing. 


Rose NotEs.—I make no attempt to de- 
scribe all the desirable varieties that I have, 
or that can be had, but will merely give 
a few notes of those which have the most 
prominently attracted my attention the 
past season. At the head I consider Mrs. 
Jobn Laing worthy to stand, as with me it 
has no superior, though in England it 
holds second place at the rose shows, 
Gabriel Luizet being the first Here the 
former fully sustains its reputation by 
yielding a large crop of elegant flowers 
throughout the summer. This is one of 
the most reliable of the hybrid-perpetual 
class, being of a clear pink color and 
very fragrant. M. P. Wilder, a seedling 
from General Jacqueminot, is a new rose 
with me this spring ; but if it continues 
as well as it has done this first season, it 
will hold a high place in my estimation. 
Its color is a cherry carmine, somewhat 
deeper than Marie Baumann, of a good 
size, exquisite fragrance, and producing 
its flowers singly on long stems all through 
the summer. The plants of both these 
last two named sorts are healthy and vig- 
orous growers—Mrs. Laing howeve:, 
being somewhat susceptible to black spot. 

For a large and beautiful white rose, 

Mabel Morrison is to be recommended. 
Where quantity is more appreciated than 
delicate beauty, I would advise my 
readers to plant the old fashioned Mme. 
Plantier, which is unexcelled in ability to 
produce, year after year, an immense 
crop of fine, pare white roses. The 
bushes in June are literally a fragrant 
ball of pure white blooms of a fair size. 
It is ironclad in regard either to cold or 
disease, as it will endure the severest 
winters uninjured ; and it always seems to 
be healthy, being troubled very little if 
any, by insects or mildew or similar pests. 
While it is readily grown on its own roois, 
it does not sucker; hence it is extremely 
well adapted to cemetery planting, where 











































it may be readily kept within bounds by 
cutting it nearly to the ground each 
spring. Her Majesty, of which little is 
now heard, was perhaps one of the most 
widely-advertised roses of recent intro- 
duction, the large colored plates being 
doubtless familiar to many. 
— Country Gentleman. 








Correspondence. 


ANGOLA AS A MISSION FIELD. 


St. Paur pe Loanpa, ANGOLA, June 23, 1891. 


The value of Angola as a highway for 
the extension and growing success of self. 
supporting missions is becoming more and 
nore apparent : 

1. In common with nearly all parts of 
Africa we can produce from our mission 
farms an abundance of all kinds of Afri- 
can food supplies. 

2. Differing from all the fields we have 
yet entered, we have in Angola a fair sup- 
ply of good cattle, and having through 
the years, an ocean of grass and no ne- 
cessity of winter feeding to limit the en- 
largement of our herds, with funds to start 
a foundation, the possibibilities of success 
in the accumulation of self-supporting re- 
sources are immeasurable. 

3. The vantage ground that Angola af.- 
fords for our growing commercial industry 
quite exceeds that of any other field we 
have found as yet, and brings us into fa- 
vorable contact with enterprising men 
from the far interior, as well as with those 
near at hand. 

The caravan trail leading through An- 
gola to the centre of the continent, and 
across it, bears the footprints of the car- 
riers of the centuries ; even the conglomer- 
ate mountains of Cungo Andongo, through 
which I recently passed on this trail, show 
distinctly the footprints of men, made be- 
fore they hardened into their present ada- 
mantine state. Ingress and egress by way 
of the Congo is a thing of yesterday, and 
it remains to be seen what peculiar advan- 
tages that path may afford us. 

There are, on the West and South-West 
Coasts, no other highways of acccess to 
the interior at all comparable to the two 
named. 

Our Angola line of stations, beginning 
at St. Paul de Loanda, strikes the Old car- 
avan trail at Dondo, thence, to Malange, 
150 miles, we have five self-supporting 
mission stations, one of them, Quiongua, 
is new, its central mission house not yet 
built, but it is amply self-supporting. 

We propose, by the will of God, and 
the liberal spirit of His sons and daugh- 
ters in England and America, who are our 
partners in the business of African evangel- 
zation, to double the number of our cen- 
tral stations in Angola, and quadrupie the 
number of our holy workers, and make 
them self-supporting from the day that our 
new mission houses shall be finished and 
furnished. 

From the three industries before men- 
tioned—cultivation, cattle and commerce 













—three ends are now, and will be on an 
enlarged scale, attained : 

1. The comfortable subsistence of all 
the missionaries in Angola, and all who 
may come, in response to their call through 
their Bishop: 2. The careful preservation, 
and all needed repairs of the mission 
property of eachstation: 3. The building 
and support of sub-stations, as circuit ap- 
pointments of each main or central sta- 
tion, and under the general supervision of 
its preacher in charge. 

The funds required from our friends at 
home for Angola are, 1. To procure sites 
for the new central stations and build the 
houses, combining comfort, economy and 
durability: 2. To provide needed furni- 
ture, tools, implements, school books and 
outfit, and a small herd of cattle: 3. To 
assist in establishing and maintaining a 
‘Trust Fund,’’ held, and administered by 
the Angola District Conference, to pass 
thence to the Angola Annual Conference 
in the near future, for the purpose of nour- 
ishing our several industries, especially to 
keep our stores well stocked with the few 
articles in which we deal, mainly bread- 
stuffs in variety, at wholesale cost and car- 
riage rates, to enable each to do a safe, 
clean, cash business. Said ‘‘ Trust Fund,’’ 
by solemn agreement between the Bishop 
and the Angola Conference, is never to 
be diverted from its purpose, nor dimin- 
ished, but to be increased yearly by small 
additional appropriations from home re- 
sources, and by the payment into it of all 
the net profits of each class of industries, 
over and above the three demands, before 
mentioned, of each station. Outside of 
Angola we have not yet opened a single 
commercial rice for self-support, but are 
developing other resources, requiring more 
time, but perhaps equally reliable in the 
outcome. God is leading and we are 
learning. 

WM. TAYLOR. 





Seastpe Miss1on, MANCHIONBAL, JAMAICA ISLAND, 
West Inpres, Seventh mo. 25, 1891. 


Editor of Friends’ Review: 


On First day, the 5th of this month, we 
had what we call a sick day; it was the 
second one that this mission has had, Evi 
Sharpless havin had one when he was 
here before. 

There are a few people in our neighbor- 
hood that are invalids, and have very few 
comforts. Two, and I do not know how 
many more, have to lie upon banana mats 
spread pon hard boards; these two are 
very old, having once been slaves. 

The older One told me last First-day, 
when I visited her, that she loved the 
Gospel, and wanted it carried around the 
world. I asked her who first told her of 
the Gospel ; she couldn’t teil, but said she 
didn’t hearit until after slavery. I be- 
lieve her hope is sure for the better world. 
It seems as though if any would appreciate 
Heaven more than others, it would be 
some of these poor suffering negroes ; but 
there are many here who lie very near 
death’s door, and when the change comes 
it will be, unless they can be rescued as 
‘* brands plucked from the burning,”’ to go 
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into suffering far more intense and for eter- 
nity. How much we needDivine guidance 
beside a sick bed, for the moments indeed 
are precious. Our sick day was one that 
these poor people will look back to as a 
bright day in their lives, and one that the 
strong and well that saw them at the 
meeting will have to give an account for 
because of the warnings, and the silent yet 
powerful sermon those poor people gave us 
in their cots and sitting in their cha rs, so 
quiet and attentive and at the same time 
marked for the grave. 

Cots and chairs were sent to the homes 
of the afflicted that could be brought, and 
by the time for the Bible-school we had two 
in the Mission Home, and four in the 
latter room under the chapel used as a 
vestry. 

After the school they were taken up- 
stairs into the meeting-room where they 
were arranged in a line on one side of the 
room. ‘Those who were able sat in their 
chairs and the others staid on their cots, 
where they could lie down or sit up as they 
chose. 

We had to handle them very carefully 
as they were easily hurt, it required quite 
a good deal of lifting to get some of them 
into the chapel, because the cots were 
wider than the doors. Soon after the 
opening of the meeting Evi Sharpless read 
the following lines : 

Though an invalid tossed with pain, 

I wearily here must wait ; 

I know I shall be well again, 

When I enter at Heaven's Gate. 

Though my feet are growing weary 

And heavily drag with pain, 
I know I shall trip again lightly, 
For I soon shall be well again. 


Well, when I have crossed the river 
Beyond the chilling tide, 

Well, when I have seen my Saviour, 
And am welcomed to his side, 

Though my head with pain is aching 
And my pulse is beating fast, 

I know with a rapturous feeling, 
That I shall be well at last. 


Through life in pain and sorrow, 
I journey here below, 

To a land of rest and healing, 
To my Father's house I go. 


Why here on earth I suffer, 
Is a mystery deep I ween; 
But when our eyes are opened, 
We shall see as we are seen. 


So I cheerfully bear the anguish, 
That tortures body and brain, 

And wait for the joyful morning 
When I shall be well again. 


As those people sat there, I was remind- 
ed of the gathering of the.sick together 
for the blessed Lord to heal, and I thought 
how that same dear one could enter our 
chapel doors and pass down that aisle and 
as He might touch each one how quickly 
they would be made whole; the aged re- 
ceive again the strength of their youth, and 
the crippled walk as other men and women. 

At the close of the morning meeting we 
have a members’ meeting, a time when 
together we review the past week. During 
this last meeting some of the sick wanted 
to be and were removed down stairs to the 
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vestry ; a little later they all had dinner. 

A collection was taken in the first meet- 
ing for their benefit, to be divided equally 
among them. There were six that were 
present and two whocould not come, 
making eight in all to be remembered. 
Each one received eleven pence and three 
farthings, or in American money twenty- 
three and one-half cents. 

At about four o’clock in the afternoon 
we had alittle farewell meeting with them, 
during which each one was remembered in 
prayér. Soon after, and they were all at 
their homes and the sick day had ended. 

We should be glad to have them at our 
meetings often, but as it is hard to get 
people to carry them we cannot. 

The Jamaica people carry nearly every- 
thing, from a small dish or book to their 
heaviest burdens, on their heads, and so 
when they had to use their hands and 
arms to carry the cots and chairs they were 
not used to it, and didn’t like it, some 
complained the next day of aching arms, 
a few I think did it unto the Lord. 

Some who had worked hard in getiing 
them ready, and others in cooking and 
caring for them thought it was the best 
day’s work they had done for a long time. 
We are having delightful weather, though 
it is very warm. 

Our Mission is situated so very near the 
sea that if there is any wind at all we are 
sure to get it. 

Our view of the sea is beautiful. From 
our porch we can see the coast for several 
miles to the north, and quite a distance to- 
wards the south. Before us is the open 
ocean, and back of us to the west are high 
hills hid beneath cocoanut palms. The 
main road, or Queen’s Highway runs in 
front of our home, on the top of a preci- 
pice over 80 feet high. At the foot of 
this the waves break, so that night and 
day we hear the roar of the mighty sea. 

Evi Sharpless expects in two weeks to 
sail for America. His address in the fu- 
ture will be 634 Warren Street, Boston, 
Mass. ARTHUR H. Swirt. 


SEVERAL MONTHS AGO mention was 
made of the fact that the noted Egyptolo- 
gist Brugsch. Bey had written an article on 
the stone discovered near Luxor, by the 
American traveler Wilbour, and had dis- 
tinctly recognized in it notice of a famine 
of seven years there made reference to 
among the events in the days of Joseph. 
Brugsch»Bey has now published an elabor- 
ate edition of the inscription, covering 166 
pages of text, together with 32 autographic 
pages of the inscription, and five wood- 
cuts, as also an interlimear translation. 
The geographical and historical data 
secured from this new source of informa. 
tion for Egyptian and biblical history are 
fully brought out ; especially the presental 
tion documents of the so-called Dodekas- 
hoinos of Nubia receive special attention. 
He believes there can be no doubt what- 
ever that we really have here the first 
monumental testimony as to the historical 
character of the book of Genesis on the 
subject of the Egyptian famine. 

—Alndependent. 


| Eighth mo, 


V ESTERN YEARLY MEETING.— 

Members of other Yearly Meetings who 
expect to attend the coming Western Yearly 
Meeting are requested to correspond with 
either Jesse Horney, Elwood Stanley, or Jesse 
D. Hiatt, Plainfield, Hendrick County, Indi- 
ana; that arrangements may be made for 
their entertainment while with us. 


RACTS.—THE BOOK ASSOCIATION 
of Friends has on hand a supply of 
Tracts for sale, twenty pages for one cent, or 
the Association will furnish in its discretion, 
without charge Tracts for gratuitous distribu- 
tion. Send or apply for a Catalogue to the 
Friends’ Institute, 1305 Arch Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


ERCER MEMORIAL HOUSE, FOR 
Invalid Women, Atlantic City, is doing 
a larger work than ever before in helping in- 
valid women by its beneficent ministrations 
to better health and stréngth. It is a house 
that becomes to eachinmate a happy, restful, 
helpful home, There are daily new appli- 
cants for admission, who will be accommo- 
dated as fast as rooms are vacated, 

FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS more is required 
for this season's work, Will you not help by 
your contribution the many needy, suffering 
women who can be helped? Contributions 
will be gratefully received at any time, and 
can be sent to the house, Pacific and Ohio 
Avenues, Atlant.c City, or to the Treasurer, 
Frank K, Hipple, 1340 Chestnut Street, Phil- 
adelphia, or to any of the Managers. 


ALICE LEWIS, 321 N. WALNUT ST., 

West Chester, Pa. Agent for London 
Friend, British Friend, and Friends’ Quar- 
terly Examiner. Two former $1.50 each per 
year; Examiner, $1.66, all in advance. 
Annual Monitor for 1891, 60 cents. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER SELLING 6 OF 
THE 


HAYDOCK’S TESTIMONY 


Will receive in paper a Cloth-Bound one for 
Sunday-School Library free. 

charming .” —Pittaburgh Christian Advocate. 

“Tt is a glass in which one may see how grand one may become.”-- Wester 

Christian Advocate. 


. it goes it will be an evangel.’"— Rev. E. Braislin. 
“ Well-told for its ”—Sunday-School Times. 


interest to the close.”"—Sunday-Sehool World. 
true, no b 
“‘ Never was history more terse.”— Denver Daily News. 
“Get it and read it, and let the children and neighbors read it.”"—Bostes: 


for Sample, 
CHRISTIAN ARBITRATION AND PEACE SOCIETY 
810 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Absolutely Pure. 


A cream of tartar baking powder. High- 
est of ai! in leavening strength.—Latest U. 
S. Government Food Report. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN.—Zighth mo. 12.—The grave 
situation caused by the failure of the crops in 
Russia is causing widespread apprehension. 
It is thought to be impossible for Russia to 
export corn this year. 

The German Government has decided to 
establish a complete telegraph system on the 
German East African coast, and officials have 
started from Berlin to Africa, where they will 
immediately proceed to organize the system. 

In Belgium it is estimated that now, after 
the license Jaw has compelled the closing of 
25,000 saloons, about 160,000 remain, or one 
for every forty souls in the population. 

Japan contemplates doubling its navy in 
the next six years. 

Eighth mo. 13.—The McAll missions are 
said to be spreading all over France, and 
are exerting a wonderful influence. 

Eighth mo. 15.—The police in Moscow 
have received secret orders which will have 
the effect of expelling every Jew from the 
district withintwo months, 

M. Dybrowsky, the explorer, has tele- 
graphed from De Brazzaville, West Africa, 
that the failure of Crampel’s mission is cer- 
tain, 

Some particulars of the observatory which 
it is proposed to erect on the very summit 
of Mont Blanc are given in the Neue Zuri- 
cher Zeitung. The observatory is to be en- 
tirely of iron, and is to have a length of 85 
feet and a breadth of 2ofeet. The iron roof 
is to have the spherical form of an ironclad 
tnrret, which the construction will much re- 
semble. The erection of such a building on 
the highest point of Mont Blanc naturally 
involves thorough preliminary studies, re- 
marks the London TZimes, “In the first 
place, it is necessary that a firm foundation 
should be found for the supports of the build- 
ing on the rock of the mountain. For this 
purpose a horizontal gallery is to be driven 
through the ice of the highest glazier until 
rock is met with, and by means of this gal- 
lery the formation and position of the rock 
buried beneath the ice and snow are to be 
ascertained and examined. If once this has 
been accurately determined, a structure is to 
be designed which will give to the observa- 
tory a firm hold by iron pillars founded in 
the rock. It is not stated how these pillars 
are toresist the movement of the ice. The 
question of how the heavy materials are to 
be moved to the top of the mountain does not 
appear to give much concern, but whatever 
method is adopted, it will certainly prove la- 
borious and very costly.” 


Eighth mo, 15.—Two leaders in the mas- 
sacre of British officers were executed at 
Manipur on the 13th inst, 

The situation in Madras has been greatly 
changed for the better, as good rains have 
fallen in the Presidency, which will relieve 
the suffering, also making a great difference 
in the crops. 

Japan has 2000 newspapers. Twenty-five 
= ago not a single newspaper existed 
there, 


Eighth mo. 17.—A movement is said to be 
on foot, headed by Canon Farrar, to place a 
bust of Lowell in the poets’ corner of West- 
minster Abbey. 

The death rate in London for the last six 
months is higher than was ever known since 
Vital statistics have been officially recorded. 

The Duke of Portland has created a:sen- 
sation in Scotland by voluntarily reducing 
the rents on his Caithness estates 35 per cent. 
In several instances, where the tenants were 
widows or spinsters or very aged, he has re- 
duced rents 80 per cent. 


DomEstic,—Zighth mo, 12.—In Seventh 
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mo, last nearly 7000 Italians arrived in New 
York city. : 

Secret Service officers seized $9000 of 
opium in Shasta, California, They also 
broke up nine furnaces, employed in manu- 
facturing opium from the crude drug. 

A deSpatch from Colima, Mexico, says that 
on the morning of the 11th inst. the volcano 
of Colima began to show signs of an erup- 
tion and that shortly the city become covered 
with ashes. It is feared that many lives will 
be lost, 

Eighth mo. 137.—Daily arrivals from So- 
nora on the Colorado river report a wonder- 
ful change in the appearance of the country. 
Many old landmarks are obliterated, promi- 
nent natural objectshave disappeared and new 
ones created in new places. The damage done 
by the earthquake is principally to stockmen 
who have lost many head of cattle. The 
Cocopah Indians are heavy losers, A small 
stream four miles north of Lerdo which be- 
fore tke earthquake was readily forded, has 
become impassable owing to its depth. 

James Russell Lowell died at his home, 
Cambridge, Mass., on the 12th inst. 

Eighth mo. 14.—A thick vein of high 
grade silver has been struck at Leadville, 
Colorado, within one block of the city’s main 
business street. 

In Kansas twenty-two newspapers are edit- 
ed by women, 

It 1s said that the longest horse car line in 
the world is that connecting the City of Mex- 

ico with Galapa, 72 miles in length, The trip 
is made in eight hours. 

The women of Mexico are to receive offi 
cial recognition at the World's Fair. 

Eighth mo. 15.—A collision occurred on 
the Atlantic City Railroad (Reading system) 
at Egg Harbor City on the evening of the 
14th inst. between a south bound Express train 
and a north bound freight. About thirteen 
passengers were injured. No deaths have 
been as yet reported. 

It is reported that the scarcity of money in- 
the lower Rio Grande section of Texas owing 
to the long drought has necessitated the sale 
at Roma of 278 healthy sheep for thirty-three 
cents apiece. 


Eighth mo. 17.—A \etter was received in 
Philadelphia on the 16th inst, from Dr. Wm. 
H, Burk, a member of the North Greenland 
Expedition ot the Academy of Natural Sci- 
ences. Dr. Burk writes that for about four 
days the Kite was engaged in a struggleto 
get through the ice pack in the Straits of 
Belle Isle, Sixth month 16-20, but that she 
reached the Island of Disco, Greenland, 
Sixth mo. 27th. 

A Halifax despatch says that advices from 
Labrador, which furnishes one-third ot New- 
foundland’s total catch of fish, say that the 
season so far has been a successful one. 

Eeghth mo. 18.—A San Francisco des- 
patch says that a private letter from Samoa, 
under date of Seventh month 16, said there 
was great danger of renewed war among the 
natives. Some residentshad made arrange- 
ments to send the women and children to 
Honolulu at the first outbreak of trouble. A 
strenuous appeal has been made for a United 
States warship. The only man of war there 
at the time was a German vessel. 

The greatest known depth of the ocean in 
the Pacific is near the Ladrone Islands, where 
soundings were made to the depth of 26,850 
feet, or a little over five miles. In the At- 
lantic the greatest depth found is just north 
of the West Indian Islands, which is 23,250 
feet, or nearly four and a half miles, In 
those parts of the ocean most free from 
islands, asin the route from Newfoundland 
to Ireland, the ocean is most shallow, sel- 
dom exceeding 12,000 feet. 











We solicit your order for Tailoring 
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E. O. Thompson, 


908 Walnut Street. 


Established 1856. 





Peirce College= 
=of Business= 
=,.a shorthand, 


Record Building, Second, Third & Fourth Floors, 
917-919 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
For years an annual enrolment of more 
than a thousand students. 1264 students last 
year. A Faculty of thirty specialists. 
Morning, Afternoon and Night Sessions. 
Private Classes in German and French. 


Fall term begins Monday, August 31. Ap» 
lication in advance necessary. Sittings Lim- 
ted. Procure descriptive College Annual, etc. 


THOMAS MAY PEIRCE, PH. D. 


Principal and Founder. 
Graduates successfully assisted to positions. 
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first year : 


On $2.00 rate a commission of Fifty cents each, 
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Under this arrangement agents are to 
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ARVIS-CONKLIN | , AMERICAN FIRE 
MORTGAGE TRUST CO. INVESTORS INSURANCE COMPANY, 


Stina CUARANTEED Office, Company’s Bullding, 
CAPITAL, . . $1,500,000.00 308 and 3/0 Wainut St., Philadelphia, 
SURPLUS "4x4" 303,424.86 ortgages —- 
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Mortgages. six per cent Debenture Bonds, at par 0 
and accrued interest. These securities have sto: d oO 
the test of years, and are the most desirable on the 0 nl S 
market. 
For further particulars apply to o { 
E. H. AUSTIN, Manager, SUCAR CO. E 
518 Walnut 8t., Philadelphia. 2 
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York. to to the eoding banks ia New York, and to qur 4) pat- 
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RICHARD E. CARPENTER, J. EB ~WATKII N St. New ort 
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EVERY READER or tHe FRIENDS’ REVIEW 


Of this issue should send a postal card for the latest information in regard to 
The great manufacturing and temperance town, only two miles south of Chicago. 
ar A RV EY We have new information that will interest every Temperance woman in the land. 
We have also greater bargains to offer in lots than ever before in the ACADEMY ADDITION, the Educational 


Center, where, during the next year, there will be a greater increase in values than anywhere else. This best property 


‘is offered so that every one can secure a lot on easy payments—$10.00 monthly—if desired. Do not delay in sending 
for this new information at once to 
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